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The Role of the National Association of Federal 

Veterinarians on Members Morale 

REMINDER 

Members, 

Our new website has tons of 
information for you on: 

 

- Upcoming CE 

- Financial wellness 

- Latest news 

- Public Veterinary Jobs 

- New Legal Service 

 

To make sure you’re getting 

the most out of your 

membership, make sure that 

you have access to our 

member-only portal on our 

site. You’ll be able to access 

the information listed 

 

NAFV ACCOUNT SIGN-IN 

The Office of Personnel Management 

(OPM) Federal Employee Viewpoint 

Survey (FEVS) measures employee 

engagement and satisfaction with their 

workplaces, or in other words morale. The 

FEVS serves as a tool for employees to 

share their perceptions in many critical areas 

including their work experiences, their 

agency, and their leadership.  

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

(USDA) Office of Human Resources 

Management (OHRM) and its Office of 

Employee Experience (OEX) use the results 

of FEVS to inform efforts and the initiatives 

currently underway with the “Best Places to 

Work in the Federal Government” ranking 

according to the Partnership for Public 

Service on employee satisfaction, 

engagement, and morale—all of which 

support and inform USDA’s 2022-2026 

Strategic Plan and the Secretary and Deputy 

Secretary’s FY2022 priority to “Make 

USDA a Best Place to Work.”  

  

And this is where an association such as the 

National Association of Federal 

Veterinarians (NAFV) can come in.  

 

Today’s veterinarians are the only doctors 

educated to protect the health of both 

animals and people. These dedicated 

professionals apply their medical skills not 

in “private practice” but in “public practice” 

in the service of every American through the 

many programs administered by the federal 

government. Though federal veterinarians 

touch the lives of every American every 

day, many feel undercompensated, 

underappreciated, and overworked. These 

feelings can contribute to high employee 

turnover rates, which impact overall morale 

of the team, the health and wellness of 

Americans, and the agency’s bottom line. 

Many times, there are significant gaps 

between the perceptions of an agency’s 

executive leadership and the realities of 

mid-level management. This can be even 

 

worse when including agencies rank and 

file grassroots employees. The majority of 

NAFV members (and most of the 

veterinarians employed by the federal 

government) work for the USDA. The 

results of FEVS indicated that morale is 

USDA is low, ranked 16 of 17 large federal 

agencies, only slightly better than the 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

When you look at the sub-agency rankings 

our major membership comes from the 

Food Safety and Inspection Service 

(ranked 298 out of 411) and the Animal and 

Plant Health Inspection Service (ranked 

294 out of 411).  

 

For those working there, this may not come 

as a surprise. But, how can these agencies 

benefit from working with NAFV, as an 

association of managers and supervisors?  

There are finer points of job satisfaction 

that the FEVS cannot measure. The impact 

of mandatory deployments on people's job 

satisfaction, for example. When that  
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- Vaccine makers prep bird flu shot for 

humans 'just in case'; rich nations lock in 

supplies 

Reuters 
One current outbreak of avian flu known as 

H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b has killed record numbers 

of birds and infected mammals. 

 

- Bird flu outbreak: Will it cause the next 

pandemic? | Health - Hindustan Times 

Hindustan Times 
There are several different types of avian 

influenza that can infect birds. One of them is 

called avian flu H5N1. It first emerged in 1997 

and in ... 

 

- H5N1 bird flu kills thousands of New 

England seals - News Medical 

News Medical 
A recent study published in the United States 

(U.S.) Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) journal Emerging Infectious 

Diseases ... 

 

- New study describes HPAI infections in 

wild mammals in US - USGS.gov 

USGS.gov 
Avian Influenza. Avian influenza is a viral 

disease caused by various strains of avian 

influenza viruses that can be classified as low 

pathogenic ...  

 

- With Bird Flu Threat On Horizon, 

Drugmakers Prepare Vaccines For 

Humans 

Kaiser Health News 
Two vaccines for poultry tested by a Dutch 

facility, meanwhile, have proved effective 

against highly infectious bird flu. 

 

 
-Could bird flu start a human pandemic? 

- RACGP 

An outbreak of H5N1 avian influenza that 

started in 2021 has become the largest bird 

flu outbreak in history.  
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Any veterinarian employed full time 

by the federal government may become an 

active member. Dues are $260.00 annually, 

payable annually, semiannually, PayPal 

(annually or monthly), or by federal pay- 

roll deductions (eligibility for payroll 

deduction is limited to USDA veterinarians 

--of $10.00 authorized by signing USDA 

Form AD 1054 (FSIS) or SF 1187(APHIS)). 

Uniformed veterinarians’ dues are $160.00 

annually. Active-duty uniformed 

veterinarians- please contact the NAFV 

office. Associate membership is granted 

to active members when they retire from 

federal service. Associate members pay 

no dues. Associate members receive the 

NAFV newsletter by email. 

 

The National Association of Federal 

Veterinarians is a non-profit corporation 

and the purposes for which it is formed 

are to promote the veterinary profession, 

to improve the professional efficiency and 

material interests of the members, to 

acquaint the public with the activities of 

veterinarians in the federal service, and 

to cooperate with the American Veterinary 

Medical Association, the United States 

Animal Health Association and other simi- 

lar groups with common interests. 
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deployment is seen as furthering the mission 

of the agency, it can be a positive motivating 

factor; however, if that mandatory 

deployment is seen as making up for an 

agencies failure to fill critical vacancies, it 

has just the opposite effect on morale.  

 

When deployments are viewed as on people's 

job satisfaction, for example. When that 

deployment is seen as furthering the mission 

of the agency, it can be a positive motivating 

factor; however, if that mandatory 

deployment is seen as making up for an 

agencies failure to fill critical vacancies, it 

has just the opposite effect on morale. When 

deployments are viewed as  employed 
 

where certain individuals seem to be exempt 

from deployment, then it can destroy the 

sense of accomplishment. This level of detail 

can't be reached by the FEVS, but through 

consultations with our members and 

executive leadership these insights can be 

addressed. In many cases, just hearing a third 

party explain the situation can make all the 

difference in how the issue is perceived. 

 

 In service of these public servants, the 

NAFV strives to serve both veterinarians and 

the agencies they work for by facilitating 

communication, making suggestions for 

improvements, and working collaboratively 

to address issues of concern.  

 

This advocacy includes emphasizing 

professionalism and expertise in federal 

service, but also promoting continuing 

education, teamwork and morale, and a 

standard of excellence. NAFV can work with 

you to improve it and your professional 

working environment.  

 

NAFV can approach senior leadership in the 

department with your concerns and possible 

solutions not as a union but as an organization 

that represent you medical / scientific 

professionals. 

 

Our goal is to enhance the productivity and 

impact of your work life, which instills a 

positive sense of accomplishment. When a 

veterinarian is lifted, that positively reflects 

the team, and that morale boost translates into 

increased productivity and pride in your work 

which makes all the difference. 
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https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/vaccine-makers-prep-bird-flu-shot-humans-just-case-rich-nations-lock-supplies-2023-03-20/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0RNV3dnqTOX2-qvUJq17Fw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/vaccine-makers-prep-bird-flu-shot-humans-just-case-rich-nations-lock-supplies-2023-03-20/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0RNV3dnqTOX2-qvUJq17Fw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/vaccine-makers-prep-bird-flu-shot-humans-just-case-rich-nations-lock-supplies-2023-03-20/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0RNV3dnqTOX2-qvUJq17Fw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/health/bird-flu-outbreak-will-it-cause-the-next-pandemic-101679299754692.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1y1faFKkX-9tyyyaiPnh5p
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/health/bird-flu-outbreak-will-it-cause-the-next-pandemic-101679299754692.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1y1faFKkX-9tyyyaiPnh5p
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/health/bird-flu-outbreak-will-it-cause-the-next-pandemic-101679299754692.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1y1faFKkX-9tyyyaiPnh5p
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news-medical.net/news/20230320/H5N1-bird-flu-kills-thousands-of-New-England-seals.aspx&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2kXGbwYkkX02eTB0ZKVqd6
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news-medical.net/news/20230320/H5N1-bird-flu-kills-thousands-of-New-England-seals.aspx&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2kXGbwYkkX02eTB0ZKVqd6
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news-medical.net/news/20230320/H5N1-bird-flu-kills-thousands-of-New-England-seals.aspx&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2kXGbwYkkX02eTB0ZKVqd6
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/news/new-study-describes-hpai-infections-wild-mammals-us&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAyoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0KM59Vnzr9dg2ZXYtcYgYh
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/news/new-study-describes-hpai-infections-wild-mammals-us&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAyoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0KM59Vnzr9dg2ZXYtcYgYh
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/news/new-study-describes-hpai-infections-wild-mammals-us&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAyoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0KM59Vnzr9dg2ZXYtcYgYh
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://khn.org/morning-breakout/with-bird-flu-threat-on-horizon-drugmakers-prepare-vaccines-for-humans/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1TBGTJTxFljULeEAWqLvF3
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://khn.org/morning-breakout/with-bird-flu-threat-on-horizon-drugmakers-prepare-vaccines-for-humans/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1TBGTJTxFljULeEAWqLvF3
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://khn.org/morning-breakout/with-bird-flu-threat-on-horizon-drugmakers-prepare-vaccines-for-humans/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1TBGTJTxFljULeEAWqLvF3
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://khn.org/morning-breakout/with-bird-flu-threat-on-horizon-drugmakers-prepare-vaccines-for-humans/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1TBGTJTxFljULeEAWqLvF3
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www1.racgp.org.au/newsgp/clinical/could-bird-flu-start-a-human-pandemic&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoTOTMwNzY4NTE0OTI4ODMyNjQwMDIaZTVlNDZiZTdjOTUzMWExNTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2WhrbKQPstXYJL7i_roTgc
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EVALUATION OF THE EFFECT OF HYDRATED LIME ON THE SCAVENGING OF 

FERAL SWINE (SUS SCROFA) CARCASSES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR MANAGING 

CARCASS-BASED TRANSMISSION OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER VIRUS 
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